The 3,970-square-foot, energy-efficient house,
perched on one of Boulder’s highest hills, is clad
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in random-sized pieces of copper (a material
that looks organic, Goff says, but is easier to
maintain than wood) and stucco, to emphasize
the structure’s unusual stacked double-V shape.
A south-facing deck off the second-floor master
is used in the winter, says the homeowner,
because “it’s snuggled in there and doesn’t
get a lot of snow.” The front-yard berms were
added by the Denver-based landscape architect
R Design Studios to play up the location’s natural
privacy, at the end of a cul-de-sac.

A NEW BUILD FROM HMH ARCHITECTURE
+ INTERIORS BLURS THE LINES BETWEEN
OUTSIDE AND IN. FOR AN ACTIVE YOUNG
FAMILY OF FOUR, THE SKY’S THE LIMIT.
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ringing the outdoors in is hardly a new concept.
But there’s an open, rectilinear house perched
on one of the highest hills north of downtown
Boulder that goes a step further: It also brings the
indoors out.

For a family of four who love to bicycle, kayak, and
take advantage of the Colorado lifestyle, connecting
their living space to the natural environment was a
high priority. “The challenge was making the interior
spaces feel like they were outdoors,” said architect and
interior designer Cherie Goff of HMH Architecture +
Interiors in Boulder, who achieved that effect mainly
through large sliders and accordion doors that replaced
the walls separating the dining and living rooms from
the spaces outside.
“It feels like we could be in Hawaii,” said the
homeowner. “All the rooms have big windows to let
in the light. The views are amazing from the first look,
and they just keep getting better with each step up.”
This culminates in a rooftop deck with views of the
Flatirons to the south; of Mount Sanitas to the north;
and in the distance, Longs Peak.
To play up those views, Goff gave the copper- and
stucco-clad home a bold design of two V-shaped
floors stacked one on top of the other (visible as you
approach the home from the street). “The design
really takes advantage of the site by creating these
quadrants that naturally open up to the yard in both
the front and back,” she said.
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That V shape forms a south-facing entry yard, created by Denver
landscape architecture firm R Designs, which is accessible by a
winding front walkway hugged by two gentle grassy berms. On the
north side of the home, the living and dining rooms as well as the
kitchen open out onto a large social space that includes an outdoor
bar and lounge, a second dining area that can accommodate 10
people, and a grassy yard. (A pool is coming soon.) Because
the views are really the star of the show, the furniture outside
“is more background in color and style,” said Goff, “so as not to
distract from the mountain views.”

IT FEELS LIKE WE COULD BE IN
HAWAII. ALL THE ROOMS HAVE BIG
WINDOWS TO LET IN THE LIGHT. THE
VIEWS ARE AMAZING FROM THE FIRST
LOOK, AND THEY JUST KEEP GETTING
BETTER WITH EACH STEP UP.

Not visible from the street is a rear wing, which provides storage
equal to a five-car garage. It houses three discrete spaces: one
for everyday commuting cars and bikes, as the family likes to
bike everywhere; a second space for the family’s many toys,
including a camper and kayaks; and a third space that acts as a
man cave and workshop.
The family actually lived on the property for four-and-a-half
years before the new four-bedroom, four-and-a-half-bath house
was completed in 2015. “We’d had a vision of what we wanted
for a long time,” said the homeowner, “compiling a list of things
we loved about different places we’ve traveled, as well as things
we already liked about how we were living in the 1950s ranch
home that was here before. But the major thing we wanted was
the integration of the indoor and outdoor spaces.”
Inside, Goff said, “Comfort and practicality were the two key
factors for the family. Because they are so active, they needed
the furniture to be relaxed, comfortable, and easy. They were
too busy to fuss with materials and finishes that take time to
maintain.” They field-tested all of the seating for comfort, and
since the dining room table is thick slabs of oiled oak, it can be
dinged and scratched and that will only bring more life to the piece.

Like all of the home’s social spaces, the dining room
opens to the outside, in this case through accordion
doors. The durable, oiled-oak dining table (E15 from
Studio Como in Denver) is surrounded by comfortable
but contemporary Poliform Ventura chairs, also from
Studio Como. The custom “tulip” chandelier comes
from Light in Art.
OPPOSITE PAGE: For three seasons of the year, the
living room extends out onto the home’s main outdoor
social space, with views north all the way to Longs
Peak. The sleek, understated furniture is meant to
allow the outdoors to be the main attraction: A large
sectional and Horizon coffee table from Studio Como
are balanced by a classic Eames Lounge Chair, cowhide
ottomans, and an arching Streeter Floor Lamp, all from
Room & Board.
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ONE IN A MILL-ION

The NewTechWood composite rooftop deck has
360-degree views that include the Front Range and
downtown Boulder. “I call the deck ‘the icing on the
cake,’” said the homeowner. The custom furniture was
built to be large enough to allow for easy slumber
parties (for both adults and kids) under the stars.
A pocket window in the kitchen allows for a double-sided bar area, with access to the outside grill.
“It’s a great place to sit and drink your morning coffee
and enjoy the views,” said Goff, who placed two
Tiffany counter stools at the pass-through bar. The
kitchen cabinets are a mixture of rift-cut white oak

Pillars in the back help support Zipscreens by

and cabinets painted in Benjamin Moore’s low-gloss

AVCrafters (controlled by a Savant Pro control

Iron Mountain hue, with Caesarstone countertops.

system) to help keep the patio area cool on
sunny days. The room on the far left is the TV
room, which includes a movie screen; a new
swimming pool (and outdoor shower) are
eventually planned for the backyard nearby, to
create a “kids’ zone.”
EDIS NI OUT
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the sun
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IN A PERFECT WORLD

WOULD COME WITH A DIMMER SWITCH.
OH WAIT, IT DOES.

It was also important that the new home be
energy efficient. To that end, Goff worked
with general contractor Hammerwell to
incorporate a 10-kilowatt, photo-voltaic
system and 25 solar hot water panels that
provide half the home’s water and space
heating needs. Also added: super-tight
insulation through 8” exterior stud walls
and low “e” double-paned windows, which
have a coating that controls the amount
of ultraviolet and infrared light that enters
the house. Windows on the north side
bring in more light to take advantage of
winter sun and warm the house when it’s
cold outside. Windows on the south, east,
and west have a higher level of coating
to minimize heat gain. Overall, the house
functions close to net zero.

This second-floor children’s bedroom is made
for fun: A jungle gym on the far wall includes
a curtained-off play space, and kids can climb
by ladder up to a little bed where friends can
gather or sleep over. (It is removable, so the
room can be made into a more grown-up
space in future years.) Using the animal
artwork over the bed as inspiration, Goff
added a playful giraffe table lamp from Alex
Marshall Studio, IKEA Odestrad bedding, and
Oeuf Sparrow Nightstands from All Modern.
A light-enhancing transom window in the kids’
bathroom mimics the high-floating windows
in the adjacent bedroom. Large-scale gray
floor tiles and sleek cabinetry contrast with
the playful vertical stripe in the tile (“the
owners wanted a little bit of color and pop,”
says Goff); the hue mimics a teal blue seen

“This is a really, really sweet location,” said
the homeowner. “We have the convenience
of being near town but also feel like we
are actually in the mountains. It’s truly
everything we wanted.”
MID

throughout the home. Remove the children’s
stool, and the bath will become sophisticated
enough for a teen—or beyond.

Introducing the smart pergola that automatically
adjusts to the sun, wind and rain.
The Renson Camargue is an icon of modern design. Clean, bold and functionally
perfect, it is the ideal statement of what we deliver to our clients. We’re pleased
to announce that The Denver Shade Company is Renson’s exclusive sales partner
and installer in Colorado. We’d love to show you the full complement of cuttingedge Renson products. Visit our showroom or let us come to you. Our mission is
to help you create the perfect outdoor space.
Call us at 303 517 1994 or visit DenverShadeCompany.com.
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Perfection is automatic.

